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For the past 9 years, the month of June has 
typically been a few weeks of seamless 
transition between the wrapping up of our 
fiscal year with a workplan for the projects we 
have on the go. This year, however, feels a little 
different because it signifies the beginning of 
the last fiscal year of the AHA Centre 2.0. While 
we wait for news on whether there will be a 
funding opportunity for a third iteration, we are 
focused on making this upcoming year the best 
it can possibly be. It is with this good energy 
that we welcome summer and get ready for a 
productive and memorable year. 
 
We wish you all a wonderful and healthy 
summer!  
 
 
JIHR (Journal of Indigenous HIV 
Research) 
The submission deadline for volume 12 has 
been extended until July 12, 2021.  
 
The theme for this year’s volume is capacity 
bridging. The term capacity building is seen to 
be paternalistic, often referring to non-
Indigenous academics ‘teaching’ Indigenous 
peoples about research. Capacity 
bridging more appropriately represents our 
reality — Indigenous communities, collectives 
and organizations possess numerous capacities 
to plan, to organize, to operationalize and to 
lead. Communities simply require supports and 
opportunities to bridge those capacities in the 
context of research and within what Indigenous 
scholar Willie Ermine refers to as the Ethical 
Space, where Indigenous worldview,  
 

 
knowledge systems and practices are valued, 
acknowledged and used to ground research 
(Ermine, 2007). 
 
For more information, please visit: 
JIHR extension details 
 
 
CAAN’s new website 
It was with great excitement and anticipation 
that CAAN launched its new website 
(www.caan.ca) on June 1st. We would like to 
congratulate the communications committee 
for doing an outstanding job. It is clear that a 
lot of hard work and dedication went into this 
project and the end result is stunning!  
 
The AHA Centre’s website (ahacentre.ca) will 
slowly be transitioned to our new home on 
CAAN’s site: https://caan.ca/research/current-
research/the-aha-centre/ 
 
 

Community of Practice Webinars 
Sharing Space: Indigenous Research in the 
Time of COVID. A community of Practice. 
Our next webinar will be held on June 29th from 
12:00 – 1:30 EDT. 
Please visit our site for more info and to register.  
 
HIV Stigma CoP 
The AHA Centre will be hosting a panel 
presentation on volume 11 of the JIHR during 
the HIV Stigma Community of Practice on June 
29th from 2:00 – 3:30 EDT. Click here for 
registration details! 
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CAAN workshop: tools and skills sharing 
sessions 
July 7 and July 9, from 10 – 11:30am Pacific 
Based on the experience of Indigenous leaders 
from across the country and the knowledge 
and experience of the CAAN Research Unit, 
CAAN is offering a workshop that will explore 
two topics: strengths-based approaches for 
programs, individual support, and non-profit 
work, and community-based research. These 
two topics will be explored from a community-
readiness model, looking at how you may (or 
may not) already be using these tools, and how 
(if at all!) they may support your community.   
  
During the workshops, there will be a chance to 
hear from you about what is taking place in 
your community around harm reduction, sexual 
health, HIV, Hep C, and STBBIs, and share tools 
that CAAN has that may support the work you 
are already doing. In particular, these 
workshops will focus on how you might 
use strengths-based approaches or 
community-based research in your community. 
 
If you would like to be part of one of these 
workshops, you can register now 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/keeping-our-
fires-registration-157298013593.   
 
For more information, please contact Sarah: 
sarahc@caan.ca 
 
 
Feast Centre Virtual 
Workshop/Conference Enrollment Fund 
The Feast Centre for Indigenous STBBI Research 
is pleased to provide financial support of up to 
$1,500 for Feast Centre team members to 
participate in virtual workshops, webinars, 
virtual experiential learning opportunities, 
trainings or courses that contribute to their 
expertise in the field of Indigenous STBBI 
research. For more information, please check 
out: 
 
Feast’s Research & Training Opportunities;  
The info session here;  
Or contact Alexxis Kydd: kydda@mcmaster.ca  
 
 

CAAN Fireside Chat 
CHIWOS PAW QC 
June 30, 2021, from 2 – 4 PM Eastern 

Join us as we share our research story of 
understanding Indigenous women’s 
perceptions of HIV, health, and wellbeing. 
Drawing on Indigenous methodologies, we 
held four research retreats that included 
sharing circles, reproductive justice sexual 
health workshops, and arts-based strategies. 
We explored root causes of HIV, including 
gendered violence, unequal relationships, and 
intergenerational trauma. Recommendations 
included creating spaces for women to meet 
and learn from one another, and HIV 
education to communicate transmission risks 
and dispel HIV stigma. Peer-led design and 
delivery of HIV-prevention and health programs 
are key to ensuring a response that meet 
Indigenous women’s needs. 
 
If you are interested in taking part, please 
contact Carrie Martin at carriem@caan.ca 
 
 
Good News to Share 
Doris Peltier – honorary doctorate recipient 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIAo9hIquF4 
(00:34:00) 
On June 14, 2021, our beloved friend and 
colleague, Doris Peltier was presented with an 
honorary doctorate from the University of 
Ottawa, faculty of social sciences, 
acknowledging her 25+ years of tireless work 
dedicated to Indigenous health and wellness 
and advocacy for HIV positive people. AHA 
Centre staff have had the honour of working 
with and alongside Doris on a number of 
projects over the past nine or more years. We 
couldn’t be happier to see her receive this well-
earned recognition. We're sure you all join with 
us in offering Dr. Peltier a big, and heartfelt 
Congratulations! 
 
Research to improve sexual and reproductive 
health of Indigenous women 
CAAN, Canada’s only national Indigenous HIV 
and STBBI organization, is leading a new 
international collaboration that will investigate 
womxn living with HIV. Developed over the past 
16 years between 7 countries, CAAN was 
awarded $3.5 million CAD over five years from 
the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. The 
grant scored first in a field of 30 applications, of 
which nine were funded. 
 
 “This ground-breaking project will provide an 
Indigenous-specific framework that expands 
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the WHO consolidated guideline on the sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) of 
womxn living with HIV” says Carrie Martin 
(Mi’gmaq from Listuguj), Nominated Principal 
Knowledge User. “This will equip Indigenous 
womxn with the knowledge they need to make 
the best decisions possible for their own 
bodies.” 
 
For more information, contact Carrie Martin at 
carriem@caan.ca or 902-433-0900 
 
 
Launch of the Waniska Centre for 
Indigenous Research on HIV/HCV/STBBI 
Livestreamed from Wanuskewin Heritage Park 
Monday, June 21, 2021. 11am – 12:30pm (CST). 
Please register for the event! 
 
Waniska is an Indigenous-led centre that 
researches HIV, hepatitis C virus (HCV) and 
other sexually transmitted blood borne illnesses 
(STBBI) from an Indigenous perspective. This 
research addresses the social, colonial and 
historical contexts of Indigenous HIV/HCV/STBBI-
related health problems and the unequal 
access to screening, diagnosis, treatment, care 
and social support. Waniska uses land- and 
culture-based research and prioritizes 
Indigenous methodologies. 
 
To learn more, visit: https://waniskacentre.ca/ 
 
 
Feast Centre job posting 
Research Coordinator (full time) 
Reporting to the Centre National Director, the 
work of the Research Coordinator will be 
guided and supported by the Feast Centre Co-
Leads (Jackson and Masching), the Operations 
Team, Governing Council, Council of Elders, the 
National Indigenous Research Advisory Council 
(NIRAC) and in thorough consultation with 
affiliated research centres. Feast staff may be 
working on site and/or from  
various satellite locations. Although working 
knowledge of other languages (e.g., French 
and/or an Indigenous language, etc.) is 
desired, the primary working language of the 
Feast Centre for Indigenous STBBI Research is 
English. 
 
For inquiries, please contact Bridget Marsdin at 
fstjobs@mcmaster.ca by June 21, 2021. 
 

 
CIHR’s Strategic Plan 2021-2026 
On June 23rd from 1:00 – 3:00 PM ET, CIHR-III will 
be launching its Strategic Plan 2021 – 2026, 
Transforming Research to Impact Lives: Our 
Vision for the Future. Opening remarks will be 
provided by Dr. Michael Strong, President of 
CIHR, Dr. Jeannie Shoveller, Chair of CIHR 
Governing Council, Dr. Karen Mossman, Vice 
President Research at McMaster 
University, followed by the unveiling of the new 
vision, mission, values and goals that will 
determine the Institute’s strategic investments 
over the next 5 years. The latter half of the 
program will feature dialogue sessions with the 
research community on two themes that came 
through loud and clear over the course of our 
engagement sessions – Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion (EDI) and Public-Private Partnerships. 
  
Register here to join CIHR-III for this exciting 
launch! Drop-ins are more than welcome if you 
cannot attend the full event. 
 
 
New resource from the HIV Legal 
Network 
HIV Criminalization, Women, and Gender-
Diverse People: At the Margins 
This is a policy brief on the specific impact of 
HIV criminalization in Canada on women and 
gender-diverse people, including exploring 
how it contributes to, and manifests as a form 
of, gender-based violence. The brief identifies 
legal and policy issues that need to be 
addressed to reduce HIV criminalization and 
better protect women against gender-based 
violence. 
 
Learn more and download the document 
 
 
The International AIDS Society 
IAS – the International AIDS Society – is excited 
to announce that AIDS 2022 – the 24th 
International AIDS Conference – will take place 
in Montreal, Canada, and virtually from 29 July 
to 2 August 2022 with pre-conference meetings 
set to begin on 27 July 2022. Registration will 
open in November 2021. 
 
IAS is calling for applications for a 
local/regional civil society organization 
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working on HIV to join the Organizing 
Committee of AIDS 2022. 
The AIDS 2022 Organizing Committee provides 
overall planning and guidance for the 
development of the scientific, community and 
leadership components of the conference 
program, including curating the abstract driven 
sessions and invited speaker sessions, attracting 
high level participation, promoting the 
conference and targeting specific research to 
showcase at AIDS 2022. 
 
Learn more and apply 
 
 
New survey on the use of cannabis for 
HIV symptom management 
New study on the use of cannabis for HIV 
symptom management is looking for 
participants! Are you an adult living with HIV? 
Do you use cannabis to help reduce and 
manage your symptoms? Do you want to share 
your experience? Complete this 
survey https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/MD3LY
MP. It takes 20-30 minutes to complete. Get a 
chance to win a cash prize of $100, $50, or $25.  
  
For more information on this study or questions, 
please contact the Research Coordinator: 
Alayna Payne csmcoord@uvic.ca 
 
 
Our Stats updated with Sex Now 2020 
Survey 
Our Stats—CBRC’s online database of findings 
from Canada’s largest and longest running 
GBT2Q health survey, Sex Now—has just been 
updated with information from 2020. The new 
data offers a unique look at how the COVID-19 
pandemic has impacted GBT2Q communities 
in the last year. 
 
To support our efforts, CBRC is creating tutorials, 
Q&As and other Our Stats training materials 
through a grant from the federal Women and 
Gender Equality (WAGE) LGBT2Q community 
capacity building fund. 
 
Visit their site for more information 
 
 
 

24th World Conference on Health 
Promotion 

The International Union of Health Promotion 
and Education (IUHPE) will be hosting a 
conference in Montreal from May 15-19, 2022. 
 
Visit their site for more details 
 
Suggested Reading 
Decolonizing the HIV Care Cascade: Policy and 
Funding Recommendations from Indigenous 
Peoples Living with HIV and AIDS 
Sean A. Hillier, Eliot J. Winkler, Lynn Lavallée 
 
Published in the International Journal of 
Indigenous Health 
 
Abstract 
Indigenous Peoples in settler colonial nations, 
like Canada, continue to experience the 
intergenerational trauma, racism, 
socioeconomic disadvantages, and pervasive 
health disparities resulting from centuries of 
systemic oppression. Among these is the 
disproportionate burden of HIV in Canada’s 
Indigenous population, coupled with a lack of 
access to care and services. One method of 
assessing systems-level gaps is by using the HIV 
care cascade, whereby individuals are 
diagnosed, antiretroviral treatment is initiated, 
and viral suppression is achieved and 
maintained. The cascade, as it stands today, 
does not yield positive outcomes for Indigenous 
Peoples living with HIV. In order to close existing 
gaps, the authors sought to decolonise the HIV 
care cascade by rooting it in funding and 
policy recommendations provided directly by 
Indigenous Peoples living with HIV. This research 
presents 29 recommendations that arose when 
First Nations participants living with HIV partook 
in traditional storytelling interviews to share their 
life’s journey and offer suggestions for 
improving access to care and services. Said 
recommendations are to localize testing and 
diagnosis (while upholding confidentiality), 
improve access to culturally-appropriate care 
and services, provide targeted programming 
for Indigenous women and heterosexual men, 
and increase funding for provincial disability 
benefits; important steps in decolonising the HIV 
care cascade. 
 
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/ijih/art
icle/view/34001 
 
 
 


