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2021, without a doubt, started with a flurry of 
activity and has come to a close in much of 
the same fashion. Our annual CIHR report, due 
December 1st, is typically the focus of the last 
few months of the calendar year but some 
good news had us dividing our attention. The 
CIHR offered our centre an opportunity to 
apply for an extension year (effective July 1, 
2022 – June 30, 2023). With the extension 
application due on December 10th, 2021, we 
pulled together as a team and completed 
both the report and the application. While 
juggling paperwork, we hosted a Town Hall 
meeting where everyone on our grant was 
invited, we produced a video for CAAN’s 
research unit’s IAAW presentation and 
launched volume 12 of the JIHR!  
 
Planning for our Wise Practices & Skills Building 
gathering is very much in full swing. Our 
planning committee has been meeting 
regularly and we are grateful to everyone who 
has taken the time to offer their help and input.  
 
We have a lot to be excited about in the new 
year but after a few incredibly busy months, we 
are looking forward to slowing down for the 
holidays. CAAN’s offices will be closed as of 
December 21st and will reopen on January 4th. 
 
AHA Centre staff wish you all a safe and 
rejuvenating holiday season as we look ahead 
to a productive 2022. 
 
 
JIHR Volume 12 
Volume 12 of the Journal of Indigenous HIV 
Research was released on December 01, 2021 
to mark World AIDS Day, and the beginning of 
Indigenous AIDS Awareness Week, 2021. This  
 

 
 
year, the JIHR has five articles on offer, three of 
which were submitted by the Two Shawls  
research team. These articles describe 1) the 
results of a scoping review that summarizes the  
literature on resilience HIV and Two- Spirit men; 
2) a paper describing western and newly 
developed Indigenous research and analysis 
methods used in their study; and 3) the team’s 
research results including The Seven Truths of 
Resilience that the team uncovered through 
the process of working with the Two Spirit men 
who participated in the project. Our fourth 
article was submitted by Sarah Smith and team 
and discusses the Sanctum 1.5 Hope Through 
Strength Project. The final article to make up 
JIHR Volume 12 focuses on applying a life 
course approach to HIV care and was 
submitted by Leanne Varney and her team.  
 
All articles can be found here in French and 
English and have been written around the 
theme of Capacity Bridging.  
 
https://www.ahacentre.ca/volume-12.html 
 
https://caan.ca/journal-of-indigenous-hiv-
research/ 
 
 
Article of interest 
Academic Citation Evolve to Include 
Indigenous Oral Teachings 
Katherine Kornei 
 
We were excited to learn about an initiative 
that began in 2018 to develop citation 
templates for oral teachings in academic 
writing. They’re available for both American 
Psychological Association (APA) and Modern 
Language Association (MLA) citation styles and 
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the person behind the initiative, Lorisia 
MacLeod is committed to supporting people 
who want to adapt their templates to other 
citation styles as well. The JIHR will be 
incorporating this into our policies, effective for 
our next call for papers. For more information 
see the article in full.  
 
https://eos.org/articles/academic-citations-
evolve-to-include-indigenous-oral-
teachings?fbclid=IwAR3TImxeQ5LdgiZ9Maq42nf
3ESzb6TuJlE7XRmfGvwvNSrQ2CvQCBteRKnA 
 
 
Indigenous AIDS Awareness Week 2021 
(IAAW) 
 
In honour of this year’s IAAW, CAAN’s research 
unit got together (virtually) to discuss three 
questions: In research… 
1. Why do we need community? 
2. Why does community need us? 
3. What lessons have we learned about HIV 

that can help us navigate COVID and other 
pandemics? 

 
Our discussion was recorded and broadcast 
live on December 2nd from Ottawa, ON.  
 
This video and others are available to watch on 
CAAN’s YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWFtvmxwdWA 
 
 
Research & Training Opportunities 
Feast Centre REACH CANFAR Indigenous 
COVID-19 STBBI Research Award 
 
In response to the theme of intersecting 
pandemics this World AIDS Day, the Feast 
Centre REACH CANFAR Indigenous STBBI 
COVID-19 Research Award is being 
relaunched. The award is meant to support 
innovative research that uses Indigenous 
knowledges and methods to better understand 
how STBBI have been impacted by COVID for 
Inuit, Métis and First Nations people. 
 
Funding amount: $25,000 
Number of awards available: Four 
Application deadline: January 21, 2022 (late 
submissions will not be accepted) 
Notice of decision: March 25, 2022 

 
Please visit the below site for more information 
and for resources to help with completing the 
application (FAQ sheet and a recorded 
workshop on how to complete the application 
successfully). 
 
https://feastcentre.mcmaster.ca/research-
training-opportunities 
 
 
Call for Nominations for CHASRAC 
We would like to invite you to nominate 
yourself, a fellow colleague or community 
member to join our advisory committee, the 
CIHR HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted and 
Blood-Borne Infections (STBBI) Research 
Advisory Committee (CHASRAC). We are 
seeking new members for CHASRAC to help 
guide CIHR’s work on HIV/AIDS and STBBI, 
including but not limited to HIV/AIDS, hepatitis 
B, hepatitis C, chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis 
and human papilloma virus. 
 
Nominations are sought for all theme areas with 
a particular emphasis on enhancing the 
diversity of the committee, but at this time, we 
are specifically looking for community 
representatives willing to bring the perspective 
of people with living/lived experience of 
HIV/AIDS. 
For more information, please visit,  
cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/52691.html 
 
Nominations are due by December 17, 2021  
 
 
The Feast Centre Community Fellowship 
Program 
The Feast Centre is pleased to be launching the 
Community Fellowship Program meant to 
support new and emerging Indigenous (First 
Nations, Métis, Inuit) and allied researchers who 
are interested in building on community 
knowledges and using Indigenous methods to 
conduct sexually transmitted blood borne 
infections (STBBI) research.  
 
The Feast Centre Community Fellowship 
Program Awards are intended for Feast Centre 
team members to apply for, to support/nurture 
and mentor the Community Fellows. If you are 
interested in becoming a Community Fellow 
and are not already connected to the Feast 
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Centre, we will facilitate pairing you with a 
Feast Centre team member 
(https://feastcentre.mcmaster.ca/about-us-
1) in order to complete the application. If you 
would like to be paired, please contact us 
at feastapp@mcmaster.ca.    
 
Feast Centre Community Fellowship Program 
online application 
https://forms.office.com/r/3vk3JTvStH 
 
For more information, please contact Doris 
Peltier peltied@mcmaster.ca 
 
 
Employment Opportunities 
 
CAAN 
Executive Program Assistant 
Reporting to the Director of National Programs, 
the Executive Program Assistant (Exec PA) 
participates as an integral member of the 
CAAN team and specifically the Programs 
team. The Exec PA performs duties in 
accordance with the mandate and priorities of 
the organization. The Exec PA provides a wide 
range of complex and confidential 
administrative support to allow the Programs 
staff team to function effectively in carrying out 
their duties. Considerable discretion is a 
requirement as this position is privy to, and 
handles, highly sensitive and at times 
confidential information.  
 
https://caan.ca/about-
caan/career/executive-program-assistant/ 
 
The deadline to apply is December 18, 2021 
 
DRUM & SASH 
Part-time research assistant 
The DRUM & SASH team is seeking a part-time 
research assistant to assist with activities funded 
by the CIHR Canadian HIV Trials Network. 
Candidates can expect to receive a one-on-
one mentorship from study co-investigators, co-
author academic publications, engage in 
novel, Indigenous knowledge translation 
activities, and gain experience conducting 
data analysis. For students who may be 
interested in applying, the experience could be 
suitable for work towards a graduate thesis in 
public health, community development, or 
allied health fields. 

 
For more information, please contact Emma 
Stuart at hsdrcpd@uvic.ca or Carrielynn Lund 
at carriel@caan.ca 
Applications are due the week of Jan 24, 2022 
 
Pacific AIDS Network / Making It Work 
Research Coordinator 
The Pacific AIDS Network (PAN) and the Making 
It Work project are seeking a Research 
Coordinator (the Coordinator) to support this 
community-based research study and case 
study sites in Prince George, Smithers, Victoria 
and Vancouver. Making It Work is an 
Indigenous focused community-based 
research (CBR) study, taking a realist evaluation 
approach, looking at what services work well 
for people with HIV, hepatitis C, and/or 
challenges with mental health or substance 
use. This project is looking to understand why, 
when, how and for whom, certain services 
work, particularly with Indigenous service 
delivery models. 
 
For more information and to apply, please visit: 
https://charityvillage.com/jobs/research-
coordinator-in-british-columbia-ca/ 
 
The review of applications will begin on 
December 13, 2021. 
 
The Canadian HIV Stigma Index 
Peer Research Associate (PRA) 
The Stigma Index Team at St. Michael’s 
Hospital’s Centre for Urban Health Solutions is 
seeking one (1) highly motivated, enthusiastic 
individual in Atlantic Canada to fill a part-time, 
intermittent, 6-month service provider position 
of “Peer Research Associate” (PRA) in The 
Canadian People Living with HIV Stigma Index, 
a community-led, multi-site study to document 
the experiences of HIV-related stigma 
resilience. Start date is immediate.  
 
PRAs will be trained to recruit participants, 
coordinate and conduct study interviews by 
phone, tablet, and in some cases in-person, 
and complete administrative work associated 
with study surveys including maintenance of 
records and invoicing. In addition, PRAs will be 
trained in self-care techniques.  
 
Eligibility Criteria: In this study a PRA is defined 
as a person living with HIV/AIDS. All candidates 
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must be willing to have their HIV-status be 
known by interviewees and the research team. 
PRA must be available for three (3) days of 
paid training. 
 
For more information, please contact Arthur 
Dave Miller at Arthur.Miller@unityhealth.to 
 
The deadline to apply is December 15, 2021 
 
 
CAHR – CANFAR Excellence in 
Research Awards 
The CAHR-CANFAR Excellence in Research 
Awards program celebrates the contributions 
of Canadian researchers in HIV/AIDS research 
in Canada and internationally.  Each year at 
the CAHR Conference, up to five awards are 
bestowed to highlight the achievements of 
those actively contributing to HIV research in 
their respective discipline. Applications for the 
2022 CAHR-CANFAR Excellence in Research 
Awards are now being accepted. 
The deadline for applications is Jan 10, 2022 
For more information, please visit: 
www.cahr-acrv.ca/awards/excellence-
research-awards/ 
 
 
 
AIDS 2022 registration is now open 
Registration for AIDS 2022, the 24th International 
AIDS conference, is now open. For the first time, 
the world’s largest conference on HIV and AIDS 
will be hosted in-person in Montreal, Canada, 
as well as virtually, to make it accessible to as 
many people as possible. 
 
AIDS 2022 will take place from July 29th – 
August 2nd, 2022, with pre-conference meetings 
beginning on July 27, 2022. 
 
Registration:  
https://www.aids2022.org/registration/ 
 
The call for abstracts:  
https://www.aids2022.org/take-part/abstract-
submission/ 
 
Travel scholarship applications:  
https://www.aids2022.org/take-
part/scholarships/ 
 

Supervised Consumption Services & 
Manitoba   
Our friends at Manitoba Harm Reduction 
Network and Sunshine House in Winnipeg have 
joined forces to launch the Safer Sites website 
which lays out the facts about supervised 
consumption spaces and how they can and 
should be a part of addressing the overdose 
epidemic and other harms resulting from drug 
use. They are encouraging everyone to share 
the link: https://www.safersites.ca/ 
 
 
CBRC letter campaign 
The Community Based Research Centre 
(CBRC), along with fourteen other community 
and health-based organizations, launched a 
letter writing campaign last week to lobby the 
Canadian government to better fund its 
response to HIV, hepatitis C and STBBIs. 
Alarmed by rising HIV infections (up 11% in the 
past decade), outbreaks of syphilis and 
gonorrhea, and stagnant federal funding, we 
are asking the Minister of Health to take three 
priority actions: increase HIV funding to $100 
million annually; increase national STBBI 
funding; and make commitments to 
collaborate with the HIV, hepatitis C and STBBI 
sector. Click here to read more about the 
request and add your name to the petition. 
 
 
Suggested Reading 
Our friend and IIWGHA member Marama 
Mullen-Tamati has written a blog post where 
she shares her thoughts and experiences with 
virus fatigue. We thought we’d share her post in 
full here. 
 
https://maramalive.wordpress.com/2021/08/25
/virus-fatigue-anyone/ 
 
Virus Fatigue Anyone? 
By: Marama Mullen-Tamati 
 
Join the club of 33 mil people that have had 
Virus Fatigue for more than 35 years. I’m sure 
we know more about Virus Fatigue than most! 
 
I have to say, and I’m not being sarcastic or 
trying to upset anyone. But the lack of response 
from people living with HIV to COVID is 
concerning. I’m sure we have our complaints 
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and moans on our facebook pages. And I’m 
sure we have support from our leading Media 
groups. Supporting us along the devastating 
progress of another virus in our lives. 
 
Sadly I have to say, as an Indigenous Woman 
of Āotearoa New Zealand living with HIV, the 
lack of attention to a significant group of 
people that live with a virus everyday not being 
included and involved in day to day media 
coverage of COVID is pissing me off! 
1. We live and breathe epidemiology. 
2. We have skills that are being under-utilised 

as a community of people who understand 
the complexities of living permanently with 
a virus. 

3. We have great campaign power and 
reach for example U=U. 

4. We also know more than anyone else in the 
world about stigma and discrimination. And 
don’t tell me people infected, affected 
and recovered from COVID 19 aren’t being 
subjected to the stigma and discrimination 
we know so well. 

5. So why aren’t we making a stand? As a 
vulnerable population, adding any 
additional virus to our current onboard virus 
is not being spoken about loudly enough! 

 
Yesterday, Social Media in my country 
attacked a Pacific Island population in 
Āotearoa, discriminating and racist comments 
were made about their large numbers of 
infection rates in our latest resurgence of the 
DELTA virus. I have to agree with our Health 
Leadership when they say; 
 
“It’s not people who are the problem it’s the 
virus that is” (Ashley Bloomfield – our Director 
General of Health.) 
 
but isn’t that recognisant of what has 
happened to the Global community of people 
living with HIV? We were made the problem 
through identifying vulnerable communities, just 
like our Pasifika Nations right now today in 
Āotearoa New Zealand? 
 
On a positive note, why not include a 
population of fabulous people that has 
survived a pandemic, and still living with that 
pandemic. When addressing vulnerable 
communities? 
 

Are we not just reinventing a wheel that we 
already had? 
 
Lets get the conversation started. 
Please comment and share your thoughts. 
Mauri ora! 
Marama 
 

 
 
Contact Us 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you 
have any questions or comments, or if you 
want to learn more about research: 
http://www.ahacentre.ca/contact-us.html 


